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What Learning Looks Like at The World Outside Kindergarten 

At The World Outside Kindergarten, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), 
which sets out the standards for learning, development, and care for children from birth 
to five. 

We also reflect what Ofsted looks for during inspections, focusing on the quality of our 
curriculum, how we support learning through teaching, and how we know children are 
making progress. 

Here’s what that looks like in practice: 

Our Curriculum – What and How Children Learn 

Our curriculum isn’t a set programme or a list of topics. It’s a flexible, responsive 
approach to learning that follows your child’s interests, needs, and natural curiosity. 

We often use themes or shared starting points to introduce new ideas, spark curiosity, 
and enrich children’s experiences. These may link to seasonal events, nature, books, or 
real-world topics. However, we remain completely flexible — if a child or group of 
children take the learning in a different direction, we follow their lead. 

Some of our best learning happens when a planned theme is left behind because 
something more meaningful has captured the children’s attention. 

We spend most of our time outdoors, where the changing seasons and natural world 
offer rich opportunities for play, discovery, and imagination. Children learn through real 
experiences — building dens, making potions in the mud kitchen, balancing on logs, 
sharing stories around the fire — and these moments are powerful because they are 
chosen by the children themselves. 

We support the whole child: 

• Physically, through active play and movement 

• Emotionally, by helping them express and manage feelings 

• Socially, through cooperation and communication 

• Cognitively, by encouraging thinking, problem-solving and creativity 

• And in early literacy and maths through everyday, meaningful experiences 

 



 

Teaching – How We Support and Extend Learning 

Our team are highly skilled at knowing when to step back and observe, and when to step 
in to support and extend learning. 

Teaching happens throughout the day — in every conversation, shared moment, and 
carefully prepared invitation to play. We don’t rely on formal lessons. Instead, we work 
alongside the children, guiding them as they explore, think, question, and try new 
things. 

We carry out regular observations of each individual child, paying close attention to 
their interests, strengths, and stage of development. These insights are used to plan 
meaningful next steps, tailored to what each child needs to grow — emotionally, 
socially, physically, and cognitively. 

This kind of planning doesn’t sit in a folder — it happens in the moment, in daily 
conversations among our team, and in the way we shape the environment and 
interactions. It ensures that every child is supported as an individual, and no learning 
opportunity is missed. 

Achievement – How We Know Your Child is Making Progress 

We notice and celebrate the progress your child makes every day — not just in their 
learning, but in who they are becoming. That could be: 

• Feeling confident to speak up in a group 

• Solving a tricky problem with a friend 

• Learning to put on their waterproofs by themselves 

• Telling a fantastic story around the fire 

We don’t focus on ticking boxes. We focus on the things that matter — personal growth, 
real learning, and strong foundations for whatever comes next. 

By the time your child moves on from us, they are not only ready for school — they are 
resilient, curious, independent and full of joy. 

Getting Ready for School – the Outdoor Way 

At The World Outside Kindergarten, being “school ready” doesn’t mean sitting still or 
holding a pencil before a child is developmentally ready. For us, it’s about building the 
skills and confidence children need to thrive — not just in the classroom, but in life. 

In our outdoor setting, children naturally develop many of the qualities that will help 
them transition smoothly to school: 



• Independence – Managing their belongings, dressing themselves, using the 
toilet, and making their own decisions 

• Resilience and perseverance – Trying new things, learning from mistakes, and 
keeping going when something feels hard 

• Confidence and communication – Speaking up, asking questions, solving 
problems with friends, and managing social situations 

• Emotional wellbeing – Understanding feelings, building self-regulation skills, 
and developing empathy 

Physical foundations for learning 

Spending long periods outdoors means children are constantly moving — climbing, 
balancing, running, lifting, digging, and exploring. These experiences develop: 

• Core strength and coordination 

• Balance and body awareness 

• Fine motor control through real tasks (like tying knots, using tools, threading 
natural materials) 

These physical skills are the essential foundations for later classroom tasks such as 
sitting upright, focusing, and writing. 

We also introduce children to early literacy, maths, and problem-solving through real-
life, meaningful experiences — from counting conkers and recognising patterns in 
nature, to storytelling around the fire and drawing maps in the mud. 

Most importantly, children leave us with a strong sense of who they are, a belief that 
they can learn and succeed, and a curiosity about the world around them. 

They are not only ready for school — they are ready to learn, explore, and take part with 
joy and confidence. 

Cultural Capital – Broadening Children’s Experience of the World 

At The World Outside Kindergarten, we recognise that every child arrives with their own 
unique experiences, background, and knowledge of the world. We see it as our role to 
build on this and broaden their horizons. 

We do this by: 

• Offering a wide range of real-life, hands-on experiences 

• Introducing children to nature, stories, traditions, language and ways of life that 
may be different from their own 



• Creating a rich, inclusive environment where every child sees themselves 
reflected — and learns to value others 

From using tools and making fires, to exploring seasonal changes, caring for living 
things, celebrating festivals, and visiting local places — we give children the rich 
experiences and vocabulary they need to make sense of the world and take their place 
in it with confidence. 

This is how we build cultural capital — by ensuring every child has the chance to thrive, 
connect, and feel they belong. 

       Curriculum Summary – The World Outside Kindergarten 

At The World Outside Kindergarten, our curriculum is rooted in nature, led by the child, 
and guided by the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). Children learn through play and 
real experiences in the outdoors — climbing, building, exploring, imagining, and working 
together. While we may introduce themes or shared topics, we remain flexible, always 
following the children’s interests and supporting their natural curiosity. 

Through skilled teaching, thoughtful observation, and strong relationships, we nurture 
every aspect of each child’s development — helping them grow in independence, 
resilience, confidence and communication. 

Our curriculum gives children the foundations they need to be truly school ready — not 
just able to hold a pencil or sit still, but ready to learn, ready to relate, and ready to 
thrive. 

 


